Amendment to the Claims: 



1 . (Original) A soft magnetic film comprising a FeNi alloy containing at least 
one element a selected from Tc, Ru, Rh, Pd, Re, Os, Ir and Pt, wherein the composition 
ratio of the element a is 1% by mass to 10% by mass. 

2. (Original) A soft magnetic film according to Claim 1 , wherein the 
composition ratio of the element a is 1 .58% by mass to 4.90% by mass. 

3. (Original) A soft magnetic film according to Claim 1 , wherein the Fe 
composition ratio is 55% by mass to 90% by mass. 

V 4. (Original) A soft magnetic film according to Claim 3, wherein the Fe 

composition ratio is 72% by mass or more. 



5. (Original) A soft magnetic film according to Claim 4, wherein the Fe 
composition ratio is 68% by mass or more. 

/ 6.J (Original) A soft magnetic film represented by the composition formula 
FedNieQf (wherein element a is at least one of Tc, Ru, Rh, Pd, Re, Os, Ir and Pt), 
wherein the composition ratio d of Fe is 58% by mass to 77% by mass, the composition 
ratio e of Ni 18% by mass to 37% by mass, the composition ratio f of the element a is 
1% by mass to 12% by massiand d + e + f = 10D'% by masstl 

7. (Original) A soft magnetic film represented by the formula FexNiyOz 
(wherein element a is at least one of Tc, Ru, Rh, Pd, Re, Os, Ir and Pt), wherein the 
composition ratio X of Fe is 65% by mass to 74% by mass, the composition ratio Y of Ni 
25% by mass to 34% by mass, the composition ratio Z of the element a is 1 % by mass 
to 7% by mass, andlX + Y + Z = 100% by mass.! 

8. (Original) A thin film magnetic head comprising a lower corelayer made of 
a magnetic material, a gap layer formed on the lower core layer and made of an 
insulating material, a coil layer formed on the gap layer and made of a good conductive 



• 



material, an insulating layer covering the coil layer, and an upper core layer formed on 
the insulating layer; 

wherein at least one of the upper core layer and the lower core layer 
comprises a soft magnetic film according to Claim 1 . 

9. (Original) A thin film magnetic head according to Claim 8, further 
comprising a lower pole layer formed on the lower core layer to protrude from a surface 
facing a recording medium, wherein the lower pole layer comprises a soft magnetic film 
according to Claim 1. 

10. (Original) A thin film magnetic film comprising a lower core layer, an 
upper core layer, and a pole portion located between the lower core layer and the upper 
core layer and having a width dimension in the track width direction, which is restricted 
to be narrower than the lower core layer and the upper core layer; 

wherein the pole portion comprises a lower pole layer continued from the 
lower core layer, an upper pole layer continued from the upper core layer, and a gap 
layer located between the lower pole layer and the upper pole layer, or the pole portion 
comprises an upper pole layer continued from the upper core layer and a gap layer 
located between the upper pole layer and the lower core layer; and 

the upper pole layer and/or the lower pole layer comprises a soft magnetic 
film according to Claim 1. 

1 1 . (Original) A thin film magnetic head according to Claim 8, wherein at least 
the portion of the core layer, which is adjacent to the magnetic gap, comprises at least 
two magnetic layers, or the pole layer comprises at least two magnetic layers, and the 
magnetic layer of the at least two magnetic layers, which contacts the magnetic gap, 
comprises a soft magnetic film according to Claim 1 . 

12. (Original) A thin film magnetic head comprising a lower core layer made 
of a magnetic material, a gap layer formed on the lower core layer and made of an 
insulating material, a coil layer formed on the gap layer and made of a good conductive 
material, an insulating layer covering the coil layer, and 

an upper core layer formed on the insulating layer; 
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wherein at least one of the upper core layer and the lower core layer 
comprises a soft magnetic film according to Claim 6. 

13. (Original) A thin film magnetic head according to Claim 12, further 
comprising a lower pole layer formed on the lower core layer to protrude from a surface 
facing a recording medium, wherein the lower pole layer comprises a soft magnetic film 
according to Claim 6. 

14. (Original) A thin film magnetic film comprising a lower core layer, an 
upper core layer, and a pole portion located between the lower core layer and the upper 
core layer and having a width dimension in the track width direction, which is restricted 
to be shorter than the lower core layer and the upper core layer; 

wherein the pole portion comprises a lower pole layer continued from the 
lower core layer, an upper pole layer continued from the upper core layer, and a gap 
layer located between the lower pole layer and the upper pole layer, or the pole portion 
comprises an upper pole layer continued from the upper core layer and a gap layer 
located between the upper pole layer and the lower core layer; and 

the upper pole layer and/or the lower pole layer comprises a soft magnetic 
film according to Claim 6. 

15. (Original) A thin film magnetic head according to Claim 12, wherein at 
least the portion of the core layer, which is adjacent to the magnetic gap, comprises at 
least two magnetic layers, or the pole layer comprises at least two magnetic layers, and 
the magnetic layer of the at least two magnetic layers, which contacts the magnetic gap, 
comprises a soft magnetic film according to Claim 6. 

16. (Original) A thin film magnetic head comprising a lower core layer made 
of a magnetic material, a gap layer formed on the lower core layer and made of an 
insulating material, a coil layer formed on the gap layer and made of a good conductive 
material, an insulating layer covering the coil layer, and an upper core layer formed on 
the insulating layer; 

wherein at least one of the upper core layer and the lower core layer 
comprises a soft magnetic film according to Claim 7. 
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17. (Original) A thin film magnetic head according to Claim 16, further 
comprising a lower pole layer formed on the lower core layer to protrude from a surface 
facing a recording medium, wherein the lower pole layer comprises a soft magnetic film 
according to Claim 7. 

18. (Original) A thin film magnetic film comprising a lower core layer, an 
upper core layer, and a pole portion located between the lower core layer and the upper 
core layer and having a width dimension in the track width direction, which is restricted 
to be shorter than the lower core layer and the upper core layer; 

wherein the pole portion comprises a lower pole layer continued from the lower 
core layer, an upper pole layer continued from the upper core layer, and a gap layer 
locatedetween the lower pole layer and the upper pole layer, or the pole portion 
comprises an upper pole layer continued from the upper core layer and a gap layer 
located between the upper pole layer and the lower core layer; and 

the upper pole layer and/or the lower pole layer comprises a soft magnetic film 
according to Claim 7. 

19. (Original) A thin film magnetic head according to Claim 16, wherein at 
least the portion of the core layer, which is adjacent to the magnetic gap, comprises at 
least two magnetic layers, or the pole layer comprises at least two magnetic layers, and 
the magnetic layer of the at least two magnetic layers, which contacts the magnetic gap, 
comprises a soft magnetic film according to Claim 7. 

Claims 20-35: (Currently canceled) 



